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An updated version of the seminal 1994 classic volume on the beauty of things imperfect,
impermanent, and incomplete. Every book with "wabi" or "wabi sabi" in the title is based on the
concepts first elucidated in this book.

"Wabi-Sabi for Artists, Designers, Poets and Philosophers is a touchstone for designers of all
stripes. . . ." -The New York Times"In a prominent spot near Square's welcome lobby stands a
communal bookshelf. . . Most titles lining the shelves cover subjects you might expect at a high-
flying tech startup. . . And then there are books placed on the shelf by [Twitter and Square co-
founder Jack] Dorsey. He offers up Wabi-Sabi for Artists, Designers, Poets & Philosophers --an
explication of the Japanese concept of serendipitous beauty." -The Wall Street Journal"Indeed,
you could say that Koren has spearheaded the design equivalent of the slow food movement." -
The New York TimesFrom the AuthorSorry, there is no Kindle/digital edition of this book. For an
explanation please read Wabi-Sabi: Further Thoughts.About the AuthorLeonard Koren, trained
as an artist and architect, writes books about design and aesthetics.Read more

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/18oYWaTP/e/GlmP/KqPw/Eaoo/Wabi-Sabi-for-Artists-Designers-Poets-and-Philosophers


In Praise of Shadows Wabi-Sabi Welcome: Learning to Embrace the Imperfect and Entertain
with Thoughtfulness and Ease



Pat, “Simple & Less. If you’re appreciative of simple beauty, here’s a sweet read.”

taylor storey, “Wabi sabi tells us to stop our preoccupation with success and enjoy the
unencumbered life.. I love short books that are meaningful. This book I read in a couple hours
and the message is so peaceful and life giving.Wabi Sabi is a term that comes from two
Japanese words mashed together and it is rarely defined, indeed it kind of avoids being defined.
The author says Japanese people know the feeling but not the definition. This was indeed my
experience in Tokyo as I asked my friend to guide me to things that connected with Wabi Sabi
culture.There are black and white photos on almost every other page of this book, of various
things that convey the Wabi Sabi idea. The book spends a few pages on conveying the definition
or more accurately, the feeling of Wabi Sabi, it gives a bit of history, then outlines the "Wabi Sabi
Universe" which includes the following headings:Metaphysical BasisSpiritual ValuesState of
mindMoral PreceptsMaterial QualitiesWabi Sabi is the opposite of the Rat Race. It reminds me
of Jesus' Sermon on the Mount or the struggle against nature. It values simplicity and perhaps
above all the process of nature. Thoreau and Emerson would approve.Some quotes:"Get rid of
all that is unnecessary""Wabi sabi tells us to stop our preoccupation with success--wealth,
status, power, and luxury--and enjoy the unencumbered life.""Things wabi sabi have no need for
the reassurance of status or the validation of market culture."”

Food Loco, “Wabi-Sabi: Not just a Japanese condiment that is great on sashimi. I happened
upon this book because of those Amazon suggestions that were displayed when I was ordering
another book...a copy of The Book of Tea for a friend. Perhaps I should stop harping about the
Big Brother aspect of such practices. LOL. I had a sort of epiphany in realizing there was a name
for the aesthetic that I love and strive to create. And I suppose it influenced me, since I seem to
have embarked on a new path, or perhaps just returned to one and continued on the journey.I
was intrigued by comments made in one of the popular reviews here concerning a
disappointment that the book did not address techniques for creating Wabi-Sabi. It made me
think of the notion that you can teach knowledge, and skills, but you can't teach talent. And my
first impression is that Wabi-Sabi has much more to do with the latter. And perhaps it has a
much stronger link with the subconscious. I mean, isn't a fundamental aspect of the aesthetic
that it looks like there was no human involvement in the creation? In any case, this is one of the
few books that will be on my shelf permanently.”

Ed Schlotzhauer, “Artist trying to look for expression of Wabi-Sabi values. I was not looking for
spiritual guidance in this book. I have that well under control.I'm a long time photographer. I
realized there was a strong parallel between the Wabi-Sabi philosophy and many things I had
come to understand about my own vision and values. Any statement of the philosophy seems to
be very difficult to pin down and translate to American culture. I purchased this to try to



understand it better. It helped - a lot. The book is simple and does a pretty good job of explaining
things. True Wabi-Sabi seems to be an encompassing life philosophy, and it is difficult
sometimes to wade through that in this book, but I still found it very valuable. It gave me a deeper
understanding of why I'm drawn to well executed pictures of common things and why I
appreciate some old worn out, rusty things as valuable art and reject others as just junk.”

Mica, “Quick read. It's OK. It's interesting to contemplate that it's a classic. I wouldn't have
thought so. The presentation is beautiful; it's pleasing to hold and read. The content, however,
left me wanting . . .”

ToddDominey, “Here's why it's for "artists and designers". As a graphic designer, I was very
intrigued by the title of this book, and the philosophies contained inside, so I decided to give the
book a shot. This is the type of book you blaze through in about 30 minutes, but will most likely
want to keep for a lifetime as inspiration. Reason? Because there simply isn't another book of it's
tone or mission.The essence of Wabi-Sabi is that true beauty, whether it comes from an object,
architecture or visual art, doesn't reveal itself until the winds of time have had their say. A
cracked pot, for example, has an essence that a perfectly round pot is lacking. Beauty is in the
cracks, the worn spots, and the imperfect lines.As a graphic designer, Wabi-Sabi is the
antithesis of what I pursue every day -- perfection in my typography, layout, tight invisible Swiss
inspired gridlines, etc. Mathematical symmetry is an unshakeable mission for many in my
profession, and the ancient philosophies of Wabi-Sabi rip a hole in the side of it.I enjoy owning
the book as a reminder that nothing in life, or design, is perfect. The very essence of life, work,
art and nature is free of right angles, and chaos reigns supreme.”

Leonard Kirke, “A Brief but Fascinating Introduction to Wabi-Sabi. I was surprised at the brevity
of this book, though not disappointed by it, as it made for a very concise read. I got through it in
just an hour or two.Leonard Koren approaches this material as someone with a background in
design/architecture. I bought it based on a primarily philosophical interest in the subject. The
book focuses, I think, a bit more on design/art theory than pure philosophy, but it still makes for a
very informative read, and the philosophical basis of Wabi-Sabi is nonetheless given due
consideration and explanation. The book itself is designed pleasantly, with a great tactile feel on
the cover and glossy pages with a pleasant gray font. The text is interspersed with Koren's
beautiful photography, highlighting objects that embody the Wabi-Sabi aesthetic.If you're
interested in learning about the history and nature of Wabi-Sabi, especially if you are a student
of design, then I would highly recommend this book as a starting point.”

Victor Vorski, “Wabi Sabi is my life, now I understand it better. A great book about Wabi Sabi
from a strongly analytical-philosophical western-perspective. Written with the esthetic eye of an
artist and the intellectual stance of a philosopher, yet written in a very accessible way.Highly



recommended.”

Amy mOo, “A great gift for artists. This is the second time I've brought this book as a gift for a
creative loved one. Hope one day to buy my own copy. A really beautiful looking book on the
Japanese aesthetic wabi-sabi - the acceptance of transience and imperfection. Recommend it
for anyone that sees beauty in the imperfect, impermanent and incomplete...”

Mary Thompson, “A good introduction. This very slight volume is a good introduction to the
notion of 'Wabi-Sabi' and Leonard Koren writes both in style and presentation of the ideas in a
way that is congruent and informative.”

Unwind and Relax, “Five Stars. Very interesting take on the modern world vs vintage lifestyles!”

The book by Leonard Koren has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 752 people have provided feedback.
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